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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 1,323 Ebola cases and 729 
deaths in Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, Nigeria, and Guinea.  
Highest number of confirmed 
cases in Sierra Leone. 

 

 One out of every three refugee 
children from the Central 
African Republic suffers from 
acute malnutrition. 

 
 UNICEF reports that one in 

every three primary school 
children are out of school in 
northern Nigeria due to the 
insurgency.  
 

 Cameroon currently hosts 
230,000 refugees from both 
Central African Republic and 
Nigeria. 

 
 Sub-national Coordination 

Mechanisms established in 
Nigeria to cover humanitarian 
coordination in 15 hubs. 

 

KEY FIGURES FOR 
THE SAHEL 

 
Food insecure 
people  
 

 
20.2 Million 

 
Nb. of children 
<5 estimated 
SAM 
 

 
1.5 Million 

 
Nb. of children 
<5 and 
estimated MAM 
 

 
3.5 Million 

 

FUNDING OF THE 
SAHEL STRATEGY 

USD$2.2 billion  
requested 

USD$ 674 million 
received(in SRP) 

USD$200 million 
received(outside SRP) 
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Ebola Outbreak Worsens in Sierra Leone and 
Liberia, Spreads to Nigeria 
 
1,323 Cases, 729 Deaths from Ebola  
 
 As of 27 July, there are a total of 1,323 
(confirmed, probable and suspected) 
Ebola cases in Sierra Leone, Liberia, and 
Guinea that have resulted in 729 deaths. 
The highest numbers of cumulative 
confirmed cases are in Sierra Leone, with 
WHO reporting 533 Ebola cases as of 27 
July. On 26 July, the Director General for 
WHO declared a Level 3 Emergency – 
the organization’s highest crisis category- 
to garner the requisite resources to tackle 
the epidemic. 
 
The most worrying trend is the Ebola 
caseload is in Liberia where between 18-
20 July, some 28 new cases (confirmed, 
probable, and suspected) were reported, 
nearly double that reported in Guinea (5 
cases) and Sierra Leone (12 cases) 
during the same period.  
 
Sub-regional Outbreak Coordination Centre Rolled Out 
 
The Sub-regional Outbreak Coordination Centre for the Ebola response is being 
established in Conakry, Guinea. The centre will act as a control and coordination 
platform to consolidate and harmonize technical support to West African 
countries and to assist in resource mobilization. The Sub-regional Centre will be  
responsible for ensuring effective use and deployment of scarce, albeit highly 
critical resources based on prioritization and agreed upon objectives. The 
organization and coordination of key support functions and field operations will 
move closer to outbreak areas, or hot spots. The sub-regional centre will also 

EDV outbreak in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea 

 
Source: WHO 31 July 2014 
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provide technical and operational support, facilitate coordination with Global Alert 
and Response Network (GOARN) partners and other health networks, prepare 
public information materials, engage in contingency planning and risk 
assessments, and ensure the planning and coordination of resources and 
continuity of action.  

There is a need for additional medical staff such as emergency health 
coordinators, epidemiologists, clinicians and medical logisticians in the three 
countries. Teams currently in the field from Health Ministries, MSF, the Red 
Cross and other organizations have been on the ground for several months and 
need to be rotated out. 
 

Ebola at the Country Level 
 
Sierra Leone is reporting the largest number of cases, with 533 Ebola cases 
(confirmed, probable, and suspected) resulting in 233 deaths (confirmed, 
probable, and suspected) from Ebola reported as of 27 July. Active districts 
hosting the virus are Kailahun and Kenema, and the capital Freetown has 
confirmed a case this month. MSF reported that entire villages have still not been 
visited for case tracing and surveillance as the number of teams on the ground is 
too limited. 
 
Guinea has reported 460 cases (confirmed, probable, and suspected) and 339 
deaths (confirmed, probable, and suspected) from the disease as of 31 July. The 
majority of the caseload is reported from February-April and recent reports 
indicate a significant decline in the caseload. Despite a downward trend in cases 
reported at the beginning of July, cases jumped from 1 to 21 new cases from 21-
26 July. WHO has underlined that response measures to contain the outbreak 
must remain steadfastly in place through the end of the year to ensure the 
eradication of the disease. 
 
In Liberia, as of 31 July there are 329 cases (confirmed, probable, and 
suspected) and 156 deaths (confirmed, probable, and suspected) in Liberia. 
Ebola has been reported in seven counties in Liberia, including, Lofa, 
Montserrado, Margibi, Bomi and Bong, and the capital, Monrovia. National 
authorities have closed the borders of the country, with the exception of major 
entry points and the national airport. 
 
On 24 July, Nigerian national authorities confirmed the first Ebola case in the 
country. The disease was transported by a Liberian official travelling from 
Monrovia to Lagos; the victim began to show symptoms on his flight. National 
authorities have identified and have placed under surveillance 69 people with 
whom the victim had contact prior to his death. Some commercial airlines have 
suspended flights from Sierra Leone and Liberia to Nigeria.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

WHO Declares 
Level 3 Emergency 
in Ebola Affected 
Areas 
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CAR Crisis: RHC Robert Piper Visits 
Cameroon 

 
Cameroon confronts multiple crises, highlights RHC Piper 
 

The UN’s Regional 
Humanitarian Coordinator to 
the Sahel, Robert Piper, 
paid a four-day visit to 
Yaoundé and the East of 
Cameroon this month, to 
assess growing 
humanitarian needs 
stemming from crises in the 
Central African Republic 
(CAR) and Nigeria.RHC 
Piper inquired after the 
situation in the northern 
Sahel belt where 
malnutrition, recurring 
droughts, floods and on-going cholera and measles epidemics continue to 
increase vulnerability to food insecurity and malnutrition for the North’s estimated 
seven million residents. Cameroon’s chronic crises are today compounded by the 
strain of hosting over 230,000 refugees from both CAR and Nigeria.  
 
Travelling to the Eastern border town of Gbiti and the refugee site of Timangolo, 
RHC Piper met with displaced families fleeing CAR and witnessed first-hand the 
challenges posed to humanitarian operations. One out of every three refugee 
children from CAR suffers from acute malnutrition. Many arrive to Cameroon sick 
or wounded. While the flow of new refugees has declined from its peak of around 
5,000 per week from March-May this year, new arrivals are still being registered 
on a daily basis. “Refugees have lived through a nightmare with few equivalents. 
Humanitarian teams are working hard to stabilize their conditions. Surrounding 
villages have also received them with open arms. For its part, the collaboration 
with the Government of Cameroon has been excellent at both the central and 
local level”, RHC Piper noted after the visit.  
 

Accompanying the RHC on his visit to Cameroon was the Regional Head of the 
European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection office (ECHO), 
Cyprien Fabre. Mr. Fabre noted the seriousness of the humanitarian situation 
across Cameroon where “…refugees are adding to the difficulties of an already 
vulnerable host population”. 
 

RHC pushes for more support to sustain on-going humanitarian operations 
 

Only 30 per cent of the USD$117 million requested to respond has been 
received, threatening the viability of the response over the coming months.  
 
 
 

RHC Piper and ECHO Fabre meeting refugees at Gbiti transit 
centre. Credit: UNOCHA/I. Brandau 
 

CAR Crisis Update 

The security situation 
in CAR continues to 
be volatile throughout 
the country, notably 
in Bambari town. July 
saw a downward 
trend in the overall 
number of IDPs 
across the country, 
where some 528,400 
IDPs now reside, 
down by 10,000 since 
last month. 
Conversely, the 
number of refugees 
and evacuees has 
risen to 530,123, an 
increase of nearly 
30,000 refugees and 
evacuees since last 
month.  A recent 
Intentions Survey 
conducted by IOM 
reveals that some 36 
per cent of site-
resident IDPs intend 
to remain in IDP 
sites. 
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Addressing the press, the RHC called upon donors to not overlook Cameroon’s 
multiple emergencies and to maintain the momentum for a continued response to 
needs there.  To date, UN and humanitarian partners have received USD$22 
million (19 per cent), towards the Cameroon appeal, with an additional USD$11.7 
million (10 per cent) has been pledged; USD$8.6 million has been provided 
outside of the humanitarian appeal.  In light of the scale of humanitarian needs, 
ECHO will be scaling-up its operation in Cameroon over the coming weeks. 

Nigeria: Update on the Northeast 
Sub-national Coordination System in Place 

Insecurity in the 
Northeast of Nigeria 
persists with 
humanitarian needs 
high and likely to rise. 
On 15 July, Human 
Rights Watch 
published a report 
indicating that in 2014 
alone, 2,053 people 
have been killed in 95 
insurgency-attributed 
attacks across 70 
towns, mainly in the 
Northeast. Attacks 
attributed to the group 
have been frequent 
and fatal in the past 
month, with an attack 
occurring on a near 
daily basis, even 
striking a popular shopping centre in the capital, Abuja.  

The final report for an inter-agency assessment to the Northeast conducted in 
May was released this month. The report indicates that there are 646,693 IDPs in 
the Northeast: 436,608 IDPs are in the State of Emergency states of Adamawa, 
Borno and Yobe, and 210,085 IDPs are located in the three surrounding states of 
Bauchi, Gombe, and Taraba. NEMA announced at the end of this month that an 
additional 15,000 IDPs have been displaced due to attacks in Damboa town 
(Borno state) occurring in mid-July, and nearly 19,000 people have been newly 
displaced at end-July in Taraba due to inter-communal violence. 

One in Three Children not attending Primary School 

UNICEF has reported that education in the Northeast is on the decline due to the 
persistent attacks by the Boko Haram insurgents on schools and communities. In 
addition, the agency noted that one in every three primary school children and 
one in every four junior secondary school children are out of school. Nearly 6.3 
million, or 60 per cent, of the 10.5 million out of school children in all of Nigeria 
are in the northern part of the country.  

Nigeria, displacement in the Northeast 

 
Source: NEMA, SEMA, UNCT, July 2014 

900 schools 
destroyed and 176 
teachers killed by 
insurgent attacks in 
Borno state since 
2011. 
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It has been over 100 days since 276 school girls were kidnapped from a school in 
Chibok (Borno State). To date, 57 girls managed to escape and are currently 
receiving psychosocial, health, and food assistance from national and 
international actors. 219 girls remain missing. The Federal Government has 
noted that the abduction of the Chibok girls in Borno State has adversely 
impacted efforts to promote girl-child education towards balancing gender gaps 
in education. According to the Borno State Ministry of Education, over 250,000 
school age children are out of school due to the insurgency. The majority of 
these are girls from poor households. This month, Borno state authorities 
announced that 900 schools have been destroyed and 176 teachers killed by 
Boko Haram in the Borno State since 2011. 

Sub-national Coordination Mechanism Established in Northeast and North 
Central States  
 
In line with the National Emergency Management Agency’s (NEMA) plan to 
strengthen State Emergency Management Agencies’ (SEMAs) capacity for 
effective emergency preparedness and response, OCHA in partnership with the 
Inter Sector Working Group/ Emergency Preparedness and Response Working 
Group (ISWG/EPRWG) organized a three-day workshop to build capacity for 
sub-national coordination for Northeast and North Central states.  
 
The workshop, held in Lagos from 23-25 June, was attended by SEMAs and 
State Ministries of Education, Agriculture, Health, and Women Affairs. The 
targeted states included those presently under emergency rule (viz., Borno, 
Yobe and Adamawa), the six neighbouring states of Bauchi, Gombe and Taraba, 
and the states currently affected by inter-communal conflict (viz., Plateau, 
Nasarawa and Benue). Concluding the workshop, participants agreed on the 
structure for the sub-national coordination mechanism which comprises the State 
Humanitarian Coordination Forum (SHCF), and the Humanitarian Sector 
Working Groups (HSWGs). The SHCFs are chaired by SEMAs and will include 
key state ministries, the UN, INGOs, NGOs and Faith Based Organizations.  The 
HSWGs will be led by relevant line ministries and their functions will include 
preparedness and planning, response coordination, and reporting. All nine 
targeted states have already set-up their field coordination hubs. 
 
Japan Supports UN Humanitarian Action in the Northeast 
 
The Government of Japan has made an emergency allocation of USD$855,000 
to support the Chibok community in Borno State. The grant was made following a 
request by the UN and national Nigerian authorities through the Integrated 
Support Package (ISP) for the Northeast.  The fund was extended to UNICEF, 
ILO, and UNFPA to provide protection for women from sexual and gender based 
violence and psychosocial support for the abducted school girls and their 
families. 
 
The Emergency Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos, released USD$3.5 million to 
support life-saving initiatives in the Northeast through the ISP and the 
humanitarian Strategic Response Plan, revised in July 2014 to reflect Nigeria’s 
new priorities. On 24 July, the Humanitarian Country Team in Nigeria ratified the 
prioritisation of three sectors, namely, Protection, WASH and Health (in this 

Pre-Elections 
Contingency 
Planning in Nigeria 
On-going 
 
With the Presidential 
Elections due in 
February 2015, OCHA 
is supporting the Inter 
Sector Working 
Group/Emergency 
Preparedness and 
Response Working 
Group (ISWG/EPRWG) 
towards the 
development of a 
contingency plan. 
Engaged partners 
include the 
Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC), Nigerian Civil 
Society groups, the 
Nigerian Red Cross 
Society, INGOs and 
UN agencies. To 
operationalize the 
contingency plan, the 
ISWG/EPRWG is 
looking to establish 15 
Field Hubs in the most 
at-risk states 
highlighted by the 
CLEEN Foundation’s 
conflict risk analysis; 
nine field hubs have 
already been 
established to date.  
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order) to receive support through the CERF underfunded window. Geographical 
locations prioritised will be Borno, followed by Yobe. 
 

Sahel Food Update: Urgent Planting Season 
Needs  
 

Urgent Needs to Distribute Seeds to Farmers 
 
The rainy season is currently underway and with it, the start of the winter crop 
season in the Sahel. A lack of homogeneous rainfall has destroyed seedlings in 
some areas forcing replanting. Farmers now face serious challenges in accessing 
seeds to carry-out agricultural production. The lean season has begun for the 
majority of rural households in the Sahel. This period is notably challenging in 
parts of Mauritania and Niger due to early depletion of food reserves for those 
households dependent on markets for supplies. The food prices in the markets 
have begun to exhibit seasonal increases that may limit food access for poor and 
very poor households.  
 
Continuing conflict and insecurity in CAR and Nigeria have caused the 
displacement of hundreds of thousands of people to neighbouring countries, 
including Chad, Cameroon and Niger. Refugees and displaced persons arrive 
with serious food and nutrition needs, having fled areas in dire food insecurity 
situations. 
 
Rainfall: Highs and Lows 
 
Seasonably dry conditions prevailed in most of the Sahel where planting usually 
starts in June/July. Both a delayed start and continued suppression of rains have 
been felt across parts of western Chad, eastern Niger, north-eastern Nigeria, and 
western Senegal. Many local areas have experienced less than half of their 
normal rainfall accumulation, since the beginning of May. These below-average 
rains have already delayed planting in Chad and Senegal, as prolonged moisture 
shortages are likely to further degrade ground conditions and negatively impact 
cropping activity for the season.  
 
With this climatic situation, the pastoral lean season continues in most countries 
of the Sahel. In the north of Niger, livestock are in a poor physical condition due 
to the lack of pasture, resulting in a drastic drop in prices for small animals on the 
market. The same situation is also observed in the north of Mali, with the 
movement of livestock to grazing areas in the centre and south of the country.  
 
Risks of flooding have extended from Sierra Leone and Ivory Coast into western 
Mali.  Above average rainfall has already resulted in an over-saturation of ground 
conditions, and several isolated flooding events. The continuation of average to 
above-average rainfall for the remainder of July and into August is likely to 
sustain the potential for additional flooding, and possibly damage to developing 
crops. 
 
Irregular rains, the onset of the lean season and on-going conflict and insecurity 
in the region are expected to deteriorate the food security situation come the 

RHC Piper Visits 
Gambia, Echoes 
Concerns over Late 
Rainfall 
 
From 23-25 July, the 
Regional 
Humanitarian 
Coordinator (RHC) for 
the Sahel, Robert 
Piper, visited The 
Gambia where he met 
with members of the 
Government, 
humanitarian and 
development 
communities. Visiting 
a maize farm, he 
echoed farmers’ 
concerns about the 
late arrivals of rains, 
which may jeopardize 
the upcoming planting 
season and the 
country’s overall food 
production for the 
coming season. 
“These risks will hit 
the most vulnerable 
families the hardest, 
pushing more 
people deeper into 
food insecurity and 
poverty’’, RHC Piper 
warned.  Mr. Piper 
called for more 
support for poorly 
funded humanitarian 
crises across the 
region, improved 
efforts to harness the 
country’s natural 
resource potential, 
and a scaling-up of 
joint efforts towards 
reversing the pattern 
of chronic crises in 
The Gambia. 
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harvest period in September/October. To limit the impact on the livelihoods of 
vulnerable households in the region, support for farmers and herders will be 
provided in the coming months. 

Funding Status Overview 
Sahel Appeal Funded at 31 per cent 
 

 
 
Six months into its launch, the Sahel Strategic Response Plan (SRP) is funded 
at 31 per cent, receiving USD$674 million against its USD$2.2 billion 
requirement. This represents a USD$155 million increase as compared to the 
last reporting period. USD$200 million was committed to humanitarian activities 
outside of the SRP. More funding is urgently required to address the pressing 
needs in the Sahel and to build resilience. 

 
 

 
 

All figures in US$
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SRP FUNDING

SRP UNMET REQUIREMENTS Funded

FUNDING OUTSIDE SRP

US$ 1,512 million
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US$    200 million

Source: Financial Tracking Service, http://fts.unocha.org
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